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Forum reveals refugees’ lives 
Panel discusses plight of refugees in the U.S. 


By Glen McEntire 
VOICE STAFF 


Refugees who come to America value the 
liberties that Americans enjoy, and sometimes 
take for granted, according to a panel of 
refugees that recently gathered in the Science 
and Technology Building. 

The Worcester State College interdisciplinary 
Women’s Studies program and the Boston and 
Worcester chapters of the International Rescue 
Committee, assisted by WSC chemistry 
professor Margaret E. Kerr, presented a topical 
round-table discussion on Feb. 27 to generate 
public awareness about the catastrophic, global 
tragedy of refugees. 

The panelists dispelled the myth that refugees 
and immigrants threaten the cultural identities 
of the United States. “The fact is that refugees 
and immigrants enrich our cultural legacy and 
appreciate the American values of freedom and 
democracy, probably more so, since they know 
what it’s like to live without them,” said native- 
born Bosnian panelist Ria Kulenovic. 

“After Sept. 11, we felt that we really needed 
to reach communities in other parts of the state 
to explain to them who the refugees really are, 
and what they are going through” said 
Kulenovic, a former refugee. “There are a lot 
of misconceptions about refugees in the United 
States.” 

As aconsequence of the media, people get a 
muddled, choreographed idea about what 


refugees in war-torn, strife-ridden countries 
around the world are really like. Major 
networks air doctored film clips that show 
hordes of destitute, skeletal people dressed in 
rags. Rocker Tom Petty belts-out lyrics from 
his hit song Refugee: “Baby, everybody’s had 
to fight to be free ... you don’t have to live like 
a refugee.” 

In actuality, most of the world’s refugees are 
not in a position to fight back, or better their 
lots. Instead, they flee for their freedom, and 
often, for their lives. 

The forum was designed to dispel fallacies 
about refugees in the United States, to shed 
light on and foster public awareness about the 
plight of millions of displaced and destitute 
refugees who have fled their native countries 
because of the triple-threat of war, famine and 
oppression. According to many sources, there 
are more refugees in the world today than ever 
before. 

Kulenovic said many people in the United 
States still believe, erroneously, that people 
come to this country today solely because of 
economic reasons, much as the immigrants 
during the mass influx during the nineteenth 
and early part of the twentieth centuries did. 
“Most of them don’t come here for better jobs, 
to make money and things like that,” Kulenovic 
said. “My personal motivation is to explain to 
people just who we are, why we came to this 
country in the first place. None of us came here 


voluntarily. We were literally — poor! We had 
to flee our homes,” she said 

The world’s refugees, 80 percent of whom 
are women and children, take refuge in many 
different host nations around the globe. They 
often are crowded into sprawling, ramshackle 
tent-city camps across the borders of 
neighboring host countries, threatened by 
unsanitary conditions and pestilence. 

According to Arizona State University 
researchers Judith N. Martin and Thomas K. 
Nakayama, an estimated 13 million people left 
their homelands from 1979 to 2000 because 
of political power struggles in countries like 
Afghanistan, Angola and Cambodia and 
Vietnam, and because of internal ethnic strife 
in countries such as Yugoslavia and Rwanda. 
More recently ballooning to an astounding total 
of 22 million, many of the world’s refugees 
wish to return home but cannot because of the 
elements of danger and oppression that exist 
in their native countries. 

By far, ethnic Palestinian and.Afghanis 
represent the largest percentages of refugees 
on earth. 

Panel member Suriya Hashimi is a native of 
Afghanistan. She talked about the Taliban 
government’s ban on women in the work force. 
“People were begging in the streets. We had to 
be covered. We didn’t have any men to support 
us,” she said. 
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Convicts capture Bard’s bravado 


Professor speaks on teaching drama as rehabilitation 


By Jessica Killoran 
VOICE STAFF 


Whether or not to include education within 
the prison system is an ongoing debate in so- 
ciety that Middlesex Community College Pro- 
fessor Jean Trounstine has dealt with first hand. 

Trounstine, along with a former inmate, 
Dolly, spoke about their experiences in a dis- 
cussion Feb. 26 of Trounstine’s recent book, 
Shakespeare Behind Bars: The Power of 
Drama in a Women’s Prison, in the Multime- 
dia Auditorium of the Ghosh Center.’ 

Trounstine, formerly a high school teacher 
of a predominantly white school, thought that 
taking a job in a prison would add something 
to her life and understanding of the world. 

“Why should we care about people in 

prison?” Trounstine asked. She said she found 
the answer while working as a professor in 
Framingham Women’s Prison from 1986-1995. 
There, she taught English and was inspired to 
write a book on the need for education and re- 
form in prison. 
Trounstine said when she was pat searched on 
her first day at the prison, she began to under- 
stand what the inmates went through. “It was 
a very invasive feeling—if I can feel this in- 
vaded, what can these people feel like.” 

All the characters in her book are based on 


students from her classes. Dolly was the first 
woman to arrive in her class, Trounstine said. 
“She was a grandmother, about 50 years old 
and she brought her knitting to class. She re- 
minded me of an aging Bonnie from Bonnie 
and Clyde.” 

Birdy was another student that influenced 


See related editorial, 


page 6 


Trounstine. “She was 19, Jamaican and beau- 
tiful—yet she was a smart ass,” Trounstine 
said. 

A third student, Kit, fit a basic prison stereo- 
type, Trounstine said: a greasy, toothless, smart 
ass. Meeting Kit brought made Trounstine truly 
question the prison system. “Kit’s false teeth 
were taken from her because they could have 
been used as a weapon, but Dolly could have 
knitting needles?” 

The final main character of the book was 
based on a women called Rose, who had a pre- 
law background and was very intelligent, but 
was treated badly in society because she had 
HIV, Trounstine said. 

Through these women’s in-class writings, 
Trounstine learned why each was incarcerated, 


and what the reasoning was behind their 
crimes. 

The classes were funded by pell grants until 
1995, when a law was passed that canceled all 
funding. The question remains, is prison for 
punishment or rehabilitation, Trounstine said, 
while it is known that New York spends 
$40,000 a year to keep a prisoner in jail and 
only $3,000 a year educating them. “I would 
like to see college programs back,” she said. 

Dolly explained how she was wrongly ac- 
cused and because of her ignorance of the jus- 
tice system felt she had an unfair trial. This 
may be the case since she got parole despite 
her 15 year to life sentence for murder. 

She spoke about how Trounstine’s teaching 
and friendship kept her going. “I took Jean’s 
classes because I thought, the state’s gonna give 
me back something,” Dolly said. 

Trounstine had studied Shakespeare in En- 
gland and thought that if the women could open 
their minds and learn it, they would learn that 
they could do anything. 

After months of studying Shakespeare, the 
women were really beginning to show an un- 
derstanding and an interest, Trounstine said. 
“It was scaring me that I could understand the 
stuff,” Dolly said. 

During the classes, the women felt they were 
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Worcester State College hasn’t received this much publicity since by Ro ger Sal Salloom® 1997 
four young men, two of them WSC students, allegedly gang-raped a and Salem 
woman nearly three years ago. 
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One would think that our college president;\Kalyan K. Ghosh, | We went ona long family 
would try to avoid further negative publicity. : 
He stayed low-key for a while, as the only stories that appeared in ‘tr 1p to visi it my aun t Phy ae 


local newspapers simply addressed his retirement, suggesting that the in Aigrinee We had — 
board of trustees would face a heavy task in replacing such a valued ae Rasa bbe nee 
L 8 


contributor to WSC. 

But now, the tone has changed, as numerous editorialists and 
reporters—some of them, from papers outside Worcester—are 
attacking the once-revered Ghosh. 

This editorialist is no exception. 

After Ghosh announced his retirement in September, it was 
revealed that he would take a year sabbatical while receiving a recent 
(and convenient) 10 percent raise, pushing him to over $170,000 a 
year. That’s not including his $15,000 housing allowance. 

That’s not too bad in the face of a $1 million budget cut. 

Even this information (now, very old news), ruffled the feathers of 
some members of the community: WSC and beyond. But most 
people accepted it, perhaps quietly resigning themselves to the fact 
that, hey, some people are just luckier than others. 

Ghosh’s luck, however, seems to be fading fast. First, the Board of 
Higher Education realized that “you cannot take a sabbatical from a 
position you no longer have.” 

Now, this is where it starts to get a little unclear. The WSC board of 
trustees had to scramble to explain its “mistake” in announcing 
Ghosh’s post-retirement plans. 

How could a board of trustees, never mind a president of a college 


night and Aunt Phyllis 


(by the way, doesn’t “board of trustees” sound really, really : Pau Beton 3 : 

important?), be so oblivious to the rules of a fellow board, and much | wouldn t wake up. Saat | 

more important board, the Board of Higher Education? : | Never got to see her, eee | 
That notwithstanding, it has been established that Ghosh will not Bip ee he 

be taking a sabbatical. But the “creative Ghosh, as Telegram & Had a nice ti de. home. 


Gazette editorial writer Robert Z. Nemeth called him, had a backup 
plan. Two, actually. 

The first plan was to take the new job of “chief development | there 'S comnething wrong 
officer,” which actually exists at WSC, but under a different title, and 
pays less than $30,000 a year. Translation: try to create a phony | with» my dad. 
figurehead job that will drastically decrease your responsibilities, but 
still pay you a hefty presidential sum. 

Thank goodness someone put his foot down on this plan. Not only eee 
does it sound utterly ridiculous, but thankfully, the state disallows the ee | 
creation of new jobs. 

So how will Ghosh, the president who, in the beginning of his 
term, adamantly stated that “students come first,” siphon off what 
little money the college has? 

The latest possibility is that he will withdraw his resignation, and 
continue to lead a campus whose respect he is rapidly losing. 

This must have been Ghosh’s last resort, as I’d like to think he 
would have more consideration for the candidates who are traveling 
from as far as Texas to try their hand in becoming the next president 
of Worcester State College. 

These three candidates—good ones, I might add—are undergoing 
rigorous interviews until March 19. They’re taking time away from 
their respective colleges to take a chance at becoming the president 
of a college that is in much need of guidance. 

I hardly believe that they would have taken such risks (I can’t ae 
imagine their current colleges are thrilled at the prospect of them 
looking for work elsewhere) in publicly proclaiming their interest in 
another college, had they known its president never fully intended to 
accept retirement gracefully. 

These candidates risked severing ties to their respective 
institutions, but that was when they each had a 33 percent chance of 
being hired. Now, if Ghosh decides to stay, they have no chance. 

That being said, Ghosh should sever his close connection to WSC, 
short of knocking down the useful Kalyan K. Ghosh Science and 
Technology Building. I’m sure few would reject any offering on 
Ghosh’s part to help the college, but even fewer would say we need 
to pay him $170,000 to do it. 

As many of the professors who work under Ghosh instruct their 
students to do when taking multiple-choice tests, Ghosh should go 
with his first choice, and retire. 


The Student Voice of 


Worcester State College 


The Student Voice is an 


independent news magazine published throughout 
the school year with funds procured through advertising 
and provided by the Student Government Association of 
Worcester State College, 486 Chandler St., Worcester, MA 
01602. The news magazine is published every other Tuesday 
and is printed by Turley Publications. The Student Voice is 
serviced for national advertising by Cass Communications 
and is listed in Oxbridge Communication, Inc’s Directory 
of the College Student Press in America. The Student Voice 
takes no responsibility for unsolicited material or 
manuscripts submitted. 

The Student Voice welcomes letter, essays, and 
articles provided they are typed and are submitted with a 
name and means to contact the author. Any pieces that are 
deemed questionable are brought before the executive 
board. In the event of a tie the Editor-in-Chief has final 
decision. Letters run at the discretion of the Editor-In-Chief 
and are subject to editing for style and length. The Editor 
reserves the right to republish any works at their discretion. 

Advertisers agree to indemnify and protect The 
Student Voice and its publisher from any claims of suit in 
connection with advertisements or news stories furnished 
by them which may result from the advertisers unauthorized 
use of name, photograph, sketch, design, and words 
protected by copyright, trademarks, labels, 
misrepresentation, etc. 

Advertisers should check their advertisement 
the first day of insertion. The Student Voice shall not be 
liable for failure to publish an advertisement or for 
typographical errors in publication except in the event of 
the cost of that portion of the advertisement wherein the 
error occurred. Error notification should be made 
immediately. Publisher reserves the right to revise or restrict 
any advertisements. 
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in “an environment that was protected and 
unique,” Trounstine said. However, the insti- 
tution would, at times, do all it could to keep 
the classes from being held, including insti- 
gating fights with the inmates and forcing them 
to be detained in their cells, Trounstine ex- 
plained. 

After finding a true love of Shakespeare, 
Dolly wanted to put on a play. Trounstine said 
she immediately thought of The Merchant of 
Venice because of its themes of justice and 
women in disguise. She felt all the women 
would be able to relate to a character. “They 
wrote letters to the Massachusetts Foundation 
of Humanities for a grant to put on the play,” 
she said. 

Although it was difficult, Dolly said, the play 
was a great success, not only as a show, but 
also as an accomplishment in their lives. 
“Prison was another world and the classes and 
the play stopped me from taking my own life. 

We all needed those classes because the insti- 

tution was there to tear you down and keep 

you down,” Dolly said. +h 
- “Jean helped me in prison and out of prison. 
- People need to get it that we need education 


The Adventures of Jack Dogg 
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in prison because the inmates may be your 
neighbors someday,” Dolly said. 

“Working with them changed me totally. I 
realized that the arts can and should be used to 
let people get deep feeling and meaning in their 
lives,” Trounstine said. 

Trounstine said she wants her readers to look 
at human rights, question crime stories, and 
open their minds. “Prisons get bad reputations 
for supporting what.are:known as ‘soft’ pro- 
grams, yet correction officers like the programs 
because it makes prison a safer place,” she said. 
“However, it’s the administration that holds 
them back.” 
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“Tn order to get work and support my family, 
I came to the United States,” she said. 

Hashimi reminisced about living hand-to- 
mouth in order to survive under the totalitarian 
Taliban regime’s rule. “We couldn’t even go 
shopping without the accompaniment of a male 
companion,” she said. 

Hashimi remembered the jubilation of the 
Afghan people after the Taliban’s iron grip over 
the country was usurped by the coalition forces. 
“Right now, the people are happy. People are 
working ... are able to get jobs again. 
Everything: is different now; attitudes have 
relaxed, beards have been shaved off, 
everything is changed.” 

Taiwanese panelist Yi-Chin Chen spoke 
about Taiwan’s ever-present threat of invasion 
by the neighboring communist country of the 
People’s Republic of China. Chen, who was 
also the panel spokesperson, and a Boston 
University graduate student, said she’s not 
technically a refugee, and came here as an 
international student in 1996. “I feel, although 
I can’t speak for all of the Taiwanese people, 
that we are a free country,” she said. “There is 
still a group of people (in Taiwan) who don’t 
think that we’re independent and feel that we’ re 
still part of China. We see the struggle every 
day. The Taiwanese people can’t even compete 
in the Olympics using their country’s name. 
We have to call ourselves ‘Chinese Taipei’ 
instead of Taiwan. To me, that’s ridiculous!” 
she said. 

Each panel member spoke about the cruelties 
and inhumanities that women in their countries 
suffered. They spoke of the horrors they 
witnessed and the personal ordeals that they 
and their families had to endure. The panelists 
recalled such incidents of women dying in 
childbirth because of the absence of medical 
facilities, being stoned to death because of 
allegations of adultery, forced prostitution, 
flogging, and executions. 

The other panel members included Rita 
Kanterowski, a Director with International 
Rescue Committee in Boston; Melynda 
Nguyen Do of Vietnam; and Mirela Kallasi 
Dupree of Albania. 

The IRC, founded in 1933 by Albert Einstein, 
is the world’s oldest and largest organization 
devoted exclusively to assisting refugees 
around the globe regardless of ethnicity, 
religion or national origin. The organization 
provides emergency services, food, shelter, 
health and sanitation assistance, training and 
education to all the world’s displaced people 
who are in need. 
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DOWN 
1. Rigid 
2. Saftey org. 
3. Pub orders 
4. Uses a ruler 
5. Rocky masses 
6. Crippled 
7. Limb 
aS aha =e 
es 9. Lucy’s Desi 
a ENE Ec abo 
mo 0 
cas oe | 2, smel 
8 13. Beams 
21. Mil. Address 
23. Turner’s ex 
26. Hiding place 
27. Pains 
28. Still 
29. Sleeping sound 
30. Like Santa’s helper? 
31. Encrypted 
33. Signs 
34. Bad Bruce Willis movie 
35. Impudent 
1. Lather 46. Chemical 37. Employ 
5. Nurse Barton compound 38. Alphabet letters 
10. Thunder God 48. Justify’s the 41. Container weights 
14,____soof Wight mean? 42. Wall paneling 
15. Harder to find 49. Suspicious 47. Time periods 
16. Verdi opera 50. Vegetable 49. Not close 
17. Actress Perlman 52. Comic style 51. He has the world on his shoulders 
18. Jordanian capital “dead eH 52. Cooking tool 
19. Helen’s city 53. Bothers 55. Dove’s home 
20. Bancroft School of 57. Stricter 56. Japanese wrestling 
22. Ceiling beams 61. Alliance 57. Mist 
24. Freight company 62. Type of eclipse 58. Pit 
25. Bronx or San Diego, e.g. 64. Puppeteer Baird 59. Ireland nickname 
26. Egyptian city 65. One and the 60. Rant’s partner 
29. Dry (Fr.) other 63. Catch a thief 
32. Middays 66. Wow 
36. Teen fear 67. Golfer Dutra 
37. Remove cargo 68. Votes for 
39. Extinct bird 69. Not in a frater- 
40. Rotman’s buys nity 
43. “The girl over there” 70. Circus need 


44. Eagle nests 
45. Picnic pests 


Massachusetts School of Law Xword Answers Feb. 26 
AT ANDOVER 


CLASSES START IN AUGUST 


« LSAT NOT REQUIRED - 

* DAY AND EVENING PROGRAMS 

* ROLLING ADMISSIONS 

¢ AFFORDABLE TUITION PLANS ~ 1/2 
THE MEDLAN LAW SCHOOL TUITION 
IN NEW ENGLAND 

* OUR PRACTICAL/THEORETICAL 

PROGRAM PREPARES STUDENTS FOR 

THE PRACTICE OF LAW AS WELL AS 

NUMEROUS OTHER PROFESSIONS 


THE LEADER OF REFORM 
IN LEGAL EDUCATION 


500 FEDERAL STREET, ANDOVER, MA 01810 
# Phone: (978) 631-0800 » email pcolby@mslawedu 


www emslaw.edu 
CONTACT US NOW FOR YOUR COPY OF FEDERAL REPORTS 


HH [A |S |H JD [AR | 
O |S |H |A Mo [Bit EE 
RO [PL 


600+ THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH A LAW CEGCREF 


Marcu 14,2002 —THESTUDENT VOICE PAGE § 


e—OQ, eS 


Music, Movies & More 


The Time Machine 1s a waste of time 


Much-anticipated film relies on violence and melodrama 


By Jessica Killoran 
VOICE STAFF 


H.G. Wells, author of The Time Machine, 
wouldn’t be pleased with his grandson Simon 
Wells, director of the 2002 screenplay by the 
same name. 

Guy Pearce plays Alexander Hartdegan, a 
knowledge-crazed college professor who 
builds a time machine in order to change the 
past and avoid the death of his fiancé Emma, 
played by Sienna Guillory. After finding out 
that although time travel is possible, he can’t 
stop the death of his love, he travels millions 
of years into the future to find out why. 

Although the film has wonderful scenery, cin- 
ematography and eye-pleasing special effects 
projecting speed of light time travel, the plot 
and characters are weak and the movie attempts 
to ride on constant displays of violence and 
melodrama. 

Hartdegan builds the time machine in 1890 
and ends up living millions of years later and 
defending the human race against becoming a 
food source for oddly frightening underground 
creatures called Morlocks. 

Before the morals of fighting back and the 
troubles of over developing the earth for hu- 
man consumption become relevant, a second 
love affair blooms between Hartdegan and one 
of the Eloi people of the future. Her name is 
Mara, played by Samantha Mumba, and her 


knowledge of his language and history, not to 
mention her beauty and bare mid-drift, intrigue 
him and cause him to fight for her—therefore 
changing history and all human kind. 

This film could be seen as an embarrassment 
to the science fiction genre of today, so to ap- 
preciate The Time Machine, read H.G. Wells’ 
book from the past and pass it on to future gen- 
erations. 


Grab a slice of Worcester’s best 


Antonio’s offers plenty of tasty treats 


By C. Salazar 
VOICE STAFF 


Looking for an original and tasty pizza? 
Ready to order out but are confused by the 
overpopulated selections of pizzerias within 
three square miles of the school alone? 

Try Antonio’s Pizzeria (owned by Antonio 
himself) run by Antonio and served by Anto- 
nio, and I guarantee you'll be surprised at its 
tastiness. Yes, all pizza parlors (save fran- 
chises) are unique, and it is good to go to them. 
Indeed, supporting a respectable Mom/Pop-or 
in Antonio’s case Mom/Son-joint is good for 
the community. 

But Antonio’s seems to stand out slightly; 
one time a co-worker dared me to find such 
quality pizza as good as Antonio’s in Worces- 
ter. I couldn’t. I admit I don’t scout pizza places 
in the vicinity, but so far Antonio’s, has treated 
me well. Try it for yourself—I dare you. 

The selections of dishes are the same typical 
dishes one will encounter at virtually any par- 
lor so I won’t report of it in detail. It is the 
food’s quality that makes Antonio’s stick out. 

Pick your favorite dish when you go there. 
Mine is the chicken cutlet or a small olive 
pizza. A small pizza with one topping will cost 
only $4.75 and a large steak and cheese sub, 
for example, is $3.95. Other selections include 
appetizers such as Buffalo wings, broccoli 
balls, fries, onion rings, wingdings, chicken 


strips and any of those side orders that make 
you hungry when you see them. 

I spoke with Antonio and asked him how he 
came about his “secret recipe” for pizza. He 
told me it was through careful observation 
when he had worked for a prestigious Italian 
restaurant in Worcester (which shall remain 
nameless) back in the day. There, he was able 
to collect recipes, and in turn, make adjust- 
ments to them. 

Apparently, by steadfast experimentation, he 
was able to combine the right ratios of ingre- 
dients necessary that would dub him a pizza 
master and the genius he is today. 


: Antoniog s Pizzeria 
: 23 Mill oe 


Amanda Geiger bought these sunglasses 
to wear'on spring break, She wore them only once 
before she was killed by.a drunk driver. 


Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk. 
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Opinion: WSC seminar lacked academic merit 
Shakespeare Behind Bars disappointed this student 


By Mark Wilmot 
SPECIAL TO THE VOICE 


With the attention-grabbing title of 
Shakespeare Behind Bars, and a full-page 
advertisement in The Student Voice, the 
Worcester State College community was 
invited to attend a presentation on Feb. 26 
aimed at expanding the educational 
environment on campus. 

Based on the presentation’s prestigious title, 
the crowd might have anticipated an event 
overflowing with literary inspiration, academic 
merit and social value. 

Instead, the audience at the Ghosh Center 
auditorium witnessed yet another agenda- 
driven seminar devoid of substantial academic 
and intellectual merit. 

Vice President of Academic Affairs Michael 
Spitzer began this presentation, which was 
intended to focus our intellects on the power 
of education and drama in women’s prisons. 
Sptizer is familiar with the strategy of applying 
education as a rehabilitation tool inside prisons. 
He established a program of higher education 
for inmates in New York that lasted for two 
years, and firmly believes in the value of such 
programs. 

“T will always support education programs 
so that people don’t come out of jail in worse 
shape than when they went in,” he said. 

Spitzer welcomed Jean Trounstine of 
Middlesex Community College. The 
humanities professor’s goal was to present a 
lecture and video on women in prison, and also 
to promote her new book, Shakespeare Behind 
Bars: The Power of Drama in Women’s Prison. 
The book focuses on changing the lives of 
women in prison through the use of drama. 


Trounstine has experience with her subject 
matter. In 1986, while teaching high school in 
Duxbury, she accepted an offer to teach part- 
time within the confines of Framingham State 
Prison, in exhange for $1300 a month. 

Trounstine began with a thought-provoking 
question, “Why should we care about people 
in prison?” From this point on, the Trounstine 
meandered on with feel-good stories and 
character descriptions to support her position. 

However, her presentation failed to establish 
academic merit because of a profound lack of 
evidence or statistical data to support the theory 
that offering drama to convicts is a wise, 
effectual and cost-effective method of 
rehabilitating prisoners. 

The audience merely received an empathetic 
approach to the complex issues surrounding 
punishment and rehabilitation within women’s 
prisons. Although the discussion was shallow, 
Trounstine was not without a proof source to 
support her assumptions. She was 
accompanied on stage by Dolly, a convicted, 
but now paroled, second-degree murderer. 
Dolly was one of Trounstine’s first students, 
and it was she who first suggested that her 
literature class become involved in a play. “It 
made me realize that the arts could be used to 
help people think,” Trounstine said. 

Admitting that they had been friends ever 
since that first prison class, both women made 
comments that may have led the audience to 
believe that men are the cause of many 
women’s problems, especially related to 
prolonged stays in prison. 

While explaining the situation that led to her 
indictment on charges of stabbing a man, Dolly 
remarked, “I fell in love with a man not too 
good.” This comment was followed later by 


Late Night at 
Bagels & Friends ! 


an equally curious statement by Trounstine: 
“Women get involved with bad guys.” 

Few can argue that Trounstine is a 
professional who cares deeply about students 
she once taught at Framingham State Prison. 
But a few people might argue over the concept 
that using literature and drama in prison is 
effective, even though the value of exposure 
to literature is proven. 

The lecture and video failed to demonstrate 
that participation in education programs and 
drama has any lasting effect on the behavior 
and future success of inmates. Without an 
examination of such cause-and-effect, it is 
difficult to accept the theory that our nation 
should employ such programs at the expense 
of taxpayers. This issue requires study and 
measurement before a valid conclusion can be 
made. 

Finally, few people can argue that 
rehabilitation is in the best interest of society 
and the incarcerated individual—woman or 
man. 

Future presentations and lectures on campus 
should be more substantial in nature. When our 
college invites speakers to the campus, we 
should expect to have our horizons broadened, 
not merely entertained or distorted. The 2001- 
2002 school year has been marked by 
numerous lectures containing misinformation 
or weak, unsupported, arguments. As an 
audience, we have a right to expect our time 
will not be wasted by simple arguments not 
adequately supported by substance, or the 
correct usage of supporting statistics. 

We also have a right to receive an education, 
instead of exposure to agendas and political 
causes. 


Now open Fri. & Sat. nights 11pm-3am 


Make-Up Ae 


Waxing 


Visit us for a late night coffee, snack 
or enjoy our full breakfast menu and 
assorted sandwich specials also 


20% College Discount 
with Valid College I.D. 


Bella's European Salon 
10 Richamond Avenue 


available. 


119 June Street, Worcester...at the intersection 
of June and Chandler Streets 
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| ear $1,000-$2,000 this semester with the easy 
_ Campusfundraiser.com three hour dees event. Does 
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WSC financial picture “not good at all” 


Ghosh discusses repercussions of severe budget cuts 


By Phil Hale 
SPECIAL TO THE VOICE 


Worcester State College President Kalyan K. 
Ghosh spoke about the controversy of his re- 
tirement, as well as the current and future fi- 
nancial situation of the college, in a meeting 
last month of the Alumni Advisory Board. 

Ghosh began the meeting by trying to ex- 
plain his retirement. He said that there will be 
some form of transition to a new president. He 
stressed that if the new president of the col- 
lege wants help, he will be willing to help. 
However, if the new president does not want 
help, he will not help. He also said that if he is 
at the college for an additional year it will not 
affect his salary or retirement in any way. 

Much controversy has surrounded the cir- 
cumstances of Ghosh’s retirement. It is now 
unclear whether Ghosh will retire as originally 
planned, or if he does retire, what connection 
he will maintain to the college. 

Ghosh shifted the focus of the meeting away 
from him, to the current and future financial 
outlook for WSC. “The financial picture is not 
good at all,” he explained. 


WSC is suffering from a $1 million budget 
cut. 

In order to maintain current standards of high 
quality education, Ghosh explained that the 
college will have to perform energy conserva- 
tion, experience about a dozen faculty cuts, and 
lower food, beverage and travel costs. 

Ghosh also arinounced that tuition for the 
next school year will increase approximately 
$346 per semester for full time in-state stu- 
dents. There will also be a gradual increase in 
tuition for the years to come. Ghosh stressed 
that WSC is currently well below average for 
the cost of tuition. 

“The average state college charges $3700 per 
year for tuition. We charge only $2600 a year, 
so we will raise our tuition gradually to be- 
come more inline with the average cost of a 
state college,” Ghosh explained. 

Josh Katz, president of the Worcester State 
Student Government, asked Ghosh if the bud- 
get cuts would affect the renovations and con- 
struction planned for the college. Ghosh an- 
swered that the budget cuts will have no affect 
on the planned renovations. 

The renovation of the Sullivan Building and 


the completion of the first floor renovation in 
Administration Building will continue as 
planned. The construction of the new 350- 
room, apartment-style dorm will also begin as 
planned. This new dorm will feature apartment 
style suites with each having at least two bath- 
rooms and central air. The building will have 
two large wings with an arch connecting them 
in the center. This enclosed arch will have a 
small cafeteria, new laundry rooms and a new 
mailroom. Also, Chandler Village is still 
planned for a total “make-over” that will 
change the floor and room layouts and include 
central air as well. 

Ghosh explained that providing air condi- 
tioning for all the dorms will enable the col- 
lege to utilize the dorms in the summer months 
for events such as sports, which will bring 
money to the college. He assured members of 
the board that “Worcester State will be a very 
proud place to be.” 


National crisis more than economic 
Visiting economist discusses cultural intolerance 


By David MacAlpine 
SPECIAL TO THE VOICE 


Julianne Malveaux, a nationally-read eco- 
nomic columnist and renown lecturer, spoke 
to a diverse crowd of approximately 75 stu- 
dents at Worcester State College last month, 
stressing that the events of Sept. 11 should 
encourage Americans to take a closer look at 
our profit-driven economy that creates vast 
economic inequalities and cultural intolerance. 

Malveaux, who has discussed economics as 
a guest panelist on CNN, MSNBC and CSPAN, 
spoke for 50 minutes about “The War, The 
Economy, Our Youth.” The speech was held 
in the North/South Auditorium as part of a se- 
ries of events planned in recognition of Black 
History Month. 

Malveaux asked, “Is racism dead?” She said 
that Americans need to work for cultural tol- 
erance. 

Malveaux noted that after the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks, the government was forced “to hire 
people we had no idea about to translate lan- 
guage.” 

Malveaux went on to say “Our country has 
made a series of mistakes in how we deal with 
people in the world,” adding “We have to talk 
about who gets what, when and where, and are 
we being fair,” she said. 

While noting that people should be dealt with 
fairly, Malveaux also noted that the state of 
the economy is hardly conducive to promot- 
ing fairness. 

“Resources are more scarce implicitly then 
they have ever been,” Malveaux said. 

Malveaux suggested that the current state 
of the falling economy is not solely a result of 
the events of September 11, “The National 
Bureau of Economic Research said we were 


in a recession as of March (2001),”’ Malveaux 
said. 

As aresult of Sept. 11, “We have surrounded 
our self with this aura of patriotism that no one 
wants to criticize Bush,” Malveaux explained. 
“The greatest patriots might be the ones that 
say ‘let’s take a look at this.’” 

Upon evaluating Bush’s proposed budget, 
Malveaux concluded that the events of Sept. 
11 will further hurt Americans, the youth in 
particular, with the intended 80 percent job 
training cuts proposed. 

“Young people who participate in (job-train- 
ing) get jobs,” she said. 

Malveaux explained that the proposed job 
training cuts were made in the face of a 5.6 
percent unemployment rate. The steady high 
unemployment rate creates a false illusion of 
democracy in our country that ends up with 
people thinking they did something wrong to 
get laid off. 

“We have to be fair to everyone,” Malveaux 
said in disagreement with the current proposal. 

Malveaux explained that the economy of the 
90’s did not trickle down, she added that 10 
million people earn the minimum wage. Re- 
ferring to 1999 statistics, Malveaux showed the 
top 5 percent of wealthy people in the country 
possessed 17 percent of its total income. In 
2001, this part of the population owned 20 
percent of the country’s wealth. 

Corresponding with Black History Month, 
Malveaux recognized the contributions of two 
prominent African-American women who did 
not get the recognition they deserve, Sadie 
Alexander and Phyllis Ann Wallace. 

Malveaux explained that Alexander was the 
first black woman to receive a PhD and was 
the first woman admitted to the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association. Malveauux feels we do not 
know who she is because in America we did 


not make room for her. 

“The effects of discrimination made it im- 
possible for her to get a job after getting her 
PhD,” said Malveaux. 

Wallace got her PhD from Yale and worked 
at.MIT on longitudinal studies; Malveaux was 
a student of Dr. Wallace at MIT while earning 
her PhD. 

With enthusiasm Malveaux said, “I think 
Black History Month should be celebrated 365 
days a year; there are so many contributions.” 

Malveaux regularly speaks at universities 
and conventions across the country. Her col- 
umns on national affairs and the economy are 
in print in over 20 newspapers every week, in- 
cluding the L.A. Times and the Detroit News. 
Malveaux also writes a monthly column in the 
USA today. She has made appearances on 
ABC’s “Politically Incorrect’ and PBS’s news 
show the “Lehrer Hour.” 

Malveaux is the chairman of the board of 
directors of the National Child Labor Commit- 
tee and serves on the staff for the Council of 
Economic Advisors, and the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation. 
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The wolf who cried angel. 


It seems as though I’ve traveled around the 
world. 

In search of her. 

Ironically I ended up, right back were I 
started. 

And finally, I found her. 

But wait, I’ve gone to far. 

The dream, the journey and the vision. 
Our being together, was effected. 

By every decision. 


I thought she could have been, 

I thought she might have been 

I wished she had been 

Almost not quite, 

Maybe a little taller, 

Maybe a little, sorry to say, cuter. 
But, I’m not picky, 

I just want to meet her. 


I know I’ve said this once or twice before, 
Believe it or not, I have met my angel. 

The dream, the vision, and the journey 

All came together in one celestial even. 

For one moment in time reality did not exist 
And I could not have asked for more. 


I can smell the stench 

Of boy bands and cereal bars 

Being pumped out of a 

Capitalistic vortex 
That should have been blown to shit 
Decades ago by true believer 

...Or something 


I realize now, that I should have. 

Asked for more that is, because, 

I am left, without my angel, and instead, 
I have all the answers to the questions 

I didn’t want to know. The details 

Are irrelevant to my point now. 


Che CDachine 
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Che rm of the jungle 
: (in the eyes of a stranger) 


All alone walking in the jungle 

Sun’s up but all I see are shadows 

And they, they are lurking all around 
Above, to the sides, behind and below 

I feel them breathe, I feel them watching me 
The wind blows and I feel them move 

But their exact position, 

I really don’t know 

Nor what or who, I’ve absolutely no clue 
One cries out and seemingly 

They all join in 

I try to place the sound, 

A mammal’s growl or a rodent’s squeal 
Birds chirping, or was that a howl? 

A small breeze and the leaves rustle 
Down my spine runs a chill 

I tense up and wait 

For the pain I’m sure to feel 

An eternity goes by, before I resume to 
breathe j 

Slowly I relax, still caught up in the thrill 
Then it pounces, and time stands still 
AILI see is a blur, as it brushes past me 

A dash of fur, diving into the bush 

I reel back in shock 

This time I’m quick to recover 

I peer into the bush, can’t make out a thing 
But I hear the squeals, the. grunts 

And the crunching noises 

Now I know for real, that here I don’t belong 
The Jungle is for those that know the laws 


I got my wish, I just wanted to meet her can tek eeas ee The laws of the jungle 
And I did, but I know now what is : 
Most 3 a ges Cae Of hair gel and oat bran : 

eee Bod hes So Strangling the little culture -Eric kaniu 


happens 
After the end, before it comes. 


-R.M. Gillies 


WQeering through the yielding flesh. 
Tearing through the yielding flesh of being. 
Metallic pain. 
light burns through my eyes; 

Enlightening my mind. 

A painful burden at best. 

No longer ignored despairs run from my 
eyes. 

They creep like conscious poisons across my 
lips, 

From which they will never utter. 

With my breath I can feel the emotions 
compacting 

Inside my throat, 

Hidden once again from myself. 

I chastise myself for weakness, 

And letting it overflow. 

Others look as if reminded of their own 
frailties, 

And are forced to look away. 

Pretending no one is there; 

They tense muscles to avoid looking back. 
He is not there. 

I’m not here. 

Neither are they. 

-Devan Campbell 


Amerika retains. 


-Devan Campbell 


SEND YOURSELF 10. 
COLLEGE WITH UPS, 


Package Handlers 


EARN $8.50-$9.50/HOUR TO START 
+ FULL BENEFITS! 


ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


GET uPTO $23,000 
IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE 


WITH THE UPS EARN & LEARN PROGRAM. 
UPS will pay your education expenses upfront : 
up to $1,500 per semester. 


* Paid Vacations & Holidays 
¢ Full Health Benefits 
* 3-1/2 to 5 hours per day 


See Carlos our on-campus recruiter, 
Every Monday and Wednesday 
From 10AM — 2PM 


We are located in the front of 
The Continuing Education Office 


In the Sullivan Building 
508-753-9108 


Wwww.upsjobs.com 


Equal Opportunity Employer 


